A Muslim woman is a woman who believes in Islam. In its historical path, Indonesia has been led by Muslim women along with the development of Islam in the Archipelago in the 17 th century. A case example among others is the Sultanate of Aceh during the colonial period. During the independence period, Indonesia was also led by a Muslim woman as the fifth President of the Republic of Indonesia around the early 21 st century. In these case examples of Muslim women as rulers, they received criticism during their reigns from men who viewed the matter from the perspective of Islam. This made an impact on the ongoing governance and the people. The article discusses how Muslim women leaders faced these criticisms from men who viewed the matter from the point of view of Islam and how it affected their governmental administration. Therefore, the article is expected to be able to reconstruct how Muslim women leaders face criticism from men who viewed the matter from the perspective of Islam. Research in this paper is conducted through historical method actions, preceded by source collection, selection and interpretation along with the reconstruction of the intended events, which is referred to as historiography. The study is also based on local sources, documents, and writings of related critics on the issue.
Introduction
The term "perempuan" (woman), according to Prof. Moh. Yamin, is derived from the word 'empu' or 'pu' and the suffix 'an'. The word "perempuan" means those that are placed first, honored and respected. Another word for perempuan is wanita. It is derived from the Sanskrit verb root of "wan" = honor/respect. It then becomes the word "wanita" after adding the suffix "hita/ita" which has a meaning of good, noble, and peace, onto the verb root "wan". The term "woman" will be used throughout this article.
A Muslim woman is a woman who believes in Islam. In its historical path, Indonesia has been led by Muslim women, when Islam was developing in the Archipelago in the 17 th Century. A case example among others is the Sultanate of Aceh during the colonial period. During the independence period, one case example among others is during the reformation era of Indonesia which was led by Megawati Soekarnoputri, a Muslim woman, as the fifth President of the Republic of Indonesia, in the early 21 st century. In Islam, women are highly honored. The Qur'an and Sunnah reflect great interest and respect for a woman's position either as a child, wife, mother, sister, or in other roles. It is a truly important matter that Allah SWT revealed a surah in the Quran to Prophet Muhammad SAW, which is Surah AnNisa. The Surah mostly discusses issues related to the role, position, and legal protection of women's rights. In a hadith, for example, Prophet Muhammad SAW once said: "One of the characteristics of an honored man is the one gentlest to his wife" (Hadith narrated by Ahmad bin Hambal). Additionally, in another hadith, as spoken by Prophet Muhammad: "Paradise lies under the feet of the mother" (Hadith narrated by Ahmad bin Hambal, An Nasa'i, Ibnu Majah, Al Hakim). M. Qurais Shihab also stated that Islamic teachings give women great attention and noble positions. For example, in the Quran, from the perspective of dedication/service, Islam does not make any differences between men and women. The only difference used as a measuring tool to exalt or debase human being is the value of their devotion and piety to Allah SWT (Surah Al Hujarat: verse 13).
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The Sultanate of Aceh Darussalam (Sultanate of Aceh) reached its height of power under the command of Sultan Iskandar Muda (1607-1636), which at the time was confronted by the VOC which was aiming to monopolize the pepper trade in Aceh (colonial period). The Sultan was prominent in the field of politics, economy-trade, international relations, and was known for strengthening his forces, developing the cultural sector, and strengthening the Islamic religious life. After Sultan Iskandar's leadership, the Sultanate of Aceh was led by several women who were influential in the governmental sector; among them are Laksamana Keumalahayati, Sultanah Tajul Alam Safiatuddin Syah, Sultanah Nurul Alam Naqiatuddin Syah, Sultanah Zakiatuddin Inayat Syah, and Sultanah Zinatuddin Kamalat Syah. This journal discusses how Muslim women leaders faced criticism from men who viewed the matter from the perspective of Islam and how this influenced their government. The research was done through historical method actions, preceded by source collecting, source selection and interpretation along with the reconstruction of the intended events, which is referred to as the historiography of history. Research is based on local sources, documents, and writings of related critics to the issue. (1688) (1689) (1690) (1691) (1692) (1693) (1694) (1695) (1696) (1697) (1698) (1699) . During the reign of the last Sultanah, the economic and political condition experienced a downfall which caused dissatisfaction among the people of Aceh, and together with the fatwa from a mufti in Mecca which forbade a woman to rule a country, Sultanah Zinatuddin finally stepped down from her throne and was replaced by her husband Sultan Badrul Alam Syarif Hasyim Jamalulail. Every Sultanah who ruled the Sultanate disbursed an amount of gold coins known as deureuham (dirham).
Muslim Women in Past and Present
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Criticism and Impact on the Government of the Sultanate with Four Muslim Women Leaders
Sultanah Tajul Alam Safiatuddin Syah was the first woman to have been appointed as Sultanah in the Sultanate of Aceh. Her designation caused a socio-political and cultural upheaval due to the fact that men were not ready to accept being led by a woman. Political crisis also took place at the time. Political upheaval rose due to a clash of ideology between clergymen. Several clergymen stated that women were prohibited to rule, while others stated women were allowed to become leaders. Those who stated that women were allowed to lead argued that women were only prohibited to become imam in leading the daily prayers, while in being a leader in terms of worldly matters such as becoming of Aceh and the Fifth President of the Republic of Indonesia a Sultanah was not prohibited. Moreover, in that period, the only person to have the right to inherit the throne was Tajul Alam Safiatuddin Syah since Sultan Iskandar Muda only had a daughter. 6 In addition, according to the Dutch (Nicolaus de Graaf) who once visited Aceh during that time, the succession crisis in the Sultanate made wealthy and affluent men 7 compete for the highest position , which included becoming the Sultan of Aceh, since they all competed in becoming the ruler (sultan) of Aceh.
8 War between elite groups has in fact persisted throughout the history of Aceh. The decade, between 1579 and 1589, for example, was known by historians as the period of political chaos, when every governing Sultan was killed, and it is inextricably related to the entrance of the Orang Kaya (the Affluent/Wealthy Men) into the political scene. They are a group of people known for their wealth and strength, and this led them to the tendency and ambition of gaining control of the country.
Their position was so strong that for a decade they were capable of toppling the leader (sultan) and replacing them with others, even though it had to be accomplished through assassination.
9 During the inauguration of Iskandar Thani's widow named Puteri Sri Alam Permaisuri became the ruler (Sultanah) with the title of Taj al-Alam Safiyya al-Din (ruling in 1641-1675), an agreement between the two parties was made.
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The tradition of appointing women as leaders of Aceh continued after the first Sultanah died in 1675. She was replaced by Sultanah Nur Alam Naqiyyatuddin Syah who ruled in 1675-1678. According to the existing data, the designation of a second female leader, which was due to the absence of a male heir of the throne, was well accepted by the people. The governance of Sultanah Nur Alam Naqiyyatuddin Syah was marked by two important events. The first highlight was the emergence of new political strongholds in inland areas which became a threat for the government of Banda Aceh. The new political power was known as Sagi, which divided Aceh into 3 autonomous regions: Sagi consisting of 22 mukims (similar to a parish, with a mosque at its center), 26 mukims, and 25 mukims. The second highlight during her term of leadership was when Mosque Bayt al-Rahman and the royal palace completely destroyed by a fire.
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Following the death of Sultanah Nur Alam Naqiyyatuddin Syah, another female leader known as Sultanah Zakiatuddin Inayat Syah (ruling in 1678-1688) became the third Sultanah. During this period, no male successions were available as heir to the throne and, again, it caused some confusion. This led the Lembaga Panglima Sagi (Association of the Commanders of Sagi), which was previously formed, to hold a consensus and appoint the third Sultanah as ruler of the Sultanate of Aceh, with the title Sultanah Zakiatuddin Inayat Syah. The inauguration was supported by all Aceh people through their representatives in the Lembaga Panglima Sagi. According to T.J. Vieltmen, one of the influential Sagi was Panglima Polem who was still a descendant of Sultan Iskandar Muda.
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During her leadership, Sultanah Zakiatuddin Inayat Syah was consistent to the application of the law and constitution formerly administered by her predecessors; Majelis Orang Kaya (Assembly of the Affluent) and Panglima Tiga Sagi (Three Sagi Commanders) functioned in accordance with the Adat Meukota Alam law; Differing from the members of the Lembaga Panglima Sagi which consisted of three (3) people, members of the Majelis Orang Kaya consisted of 12 members. The function of the association was similar to ministries in the modern governments of country which was to assist the Sultanah and apply her policies made by.
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The Sultanah received an honorary visit from a representative from Mecca. Initially, the representative's visit was not for to meet e Sultanah but to help Sjech Abdul Rauf, a well-known clergyman (who supported the Sultanah), but persistently challenged by other clergyman and aristocrats who wanted to take over the power from women leaders. 14 Inayah Syah died in 1688 and was replaced by another Sultanah namely Kamalat Syah who ruled in 1688-1699. Similar to her predecessors, the origins of of Kamalat Syah is still a mystery. However, unlike her other predecessors who received approval from thepeople, the appointment of Kamalat Syah as ruler received severe opposition especially from Kelompok Orang Kaya. They demanded that leadership of the Sultanate be returned to men, a demand which was finally fulfilled in 1699. An interesting point to analyze is the fact that the queen/Sultanah's resignation in that year was not due to the pressure from the opposition, but rather because of the "fatwa" from Mecca which stressed that woman as leaders was not in accordance with the Islamic teaching. This incident marked the end of the Sultanah governance which lasted 59 years. The government of Aceh was then held by the Arabic descendants, namely Sultan Badr al-Alam Sharif Hashim Jamal al-Din (ruled in 1699-1702). From this point forward, the Sultanate of Aceh experienced a decline.
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Case of the Fifth President of the Republic of Indonesia
The presidency of the Fifth President of the Republic of Indonesia took place during the reformation era 16 , which is the post-New Order era. The New Order is the period governed by Soeharto, as the President of the Republic of Indonesia, which experienced political, socioeconomic, and cultural crisis along with security and defense crisis. In the 1999 legislative election, Mega's Indonesian Democratic Party (PDI) revised its name into PDI Perjuangan and succeeded in winning the election. Although it wasn't an absolute victory, the party still managed to win 30% of the votes. Supporters demanded Mega to be the president. If Mega was not appointed as president, they threatened that a revolution would take place. However, the result that the consensus reached through the Special Session in 1999 was unlike the ultimatum: KH Abdurrahman Wahid was appointed as president. Megawati lost the presidential election by a small number: 313 to 373. With Gus Dur's victory as president and Megawati's unsuccessful attempt in running for president in 1999, the process of presidential election was then altered from being appointed and chosen by the People's Consultative Assembly to be chosen directly by the people. Other than to support democracy, this mechanism of presidential election was implemented in order for the president to have a powerful stand as a result of the people's own choice In addition, Megawati also gave assistance in terms of funding, human resources and other resources in order to support enforcement of these regulations. In other fields, civil servants and the Indonesia National Army were required to be politically neutral. 4. Continuing the amendment of the 1945 Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia. In an attempt to accommodate development at the time and the dynamics of the people, amendments of the 1945 Constitution were being done. Amendments were achieved through four stages. The first and second Amendments were authorized in the preceding government, while the third and fourth Amendments were authorized during Megawati's presidency. 5. Continuing the implementation of regional autonomy. Megawati's presidency was marked with a reinforcement of democracy consolidation in Indonesia. Governmental administration was immediately carried out and was generally considered as one milestones of success in the democratic process in Indonesia. Megawati lost (40%-60%) in the presidential election of 2004 and had to hand over the presidency to Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, who was the former Minister Coordinator during Megawati's term.
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Criticism and Impact on the Government of the Fifth President of the Republic of Indonesia
Megawati's past experience filled with various political escapades has made her tough in facing the political opposition. As the president of the Republic of Indonesia, Megawati faced a lot of criticism due to her leadership style which was remaining quiet, always avoiding the press, and she also did not talk much in formal forums. 19 Megawati Soekarnoputri's term of office from 2001 was marked with little achievement. Megawati did not inherit her father's charisma, and was not quite competent in terms of administration matters and leadership, and in terms of her passive and introvert character, it was similar to Soeharto's style. 20 One of the highlights of Megawati's term was the rising numbers of privatization of stateowned enterprises (SOE). SOE privatization policy generally states that the ownership of SOE by the state is erased or at least, minimized because ownership or management is given to private institutions. Public ownership shifts into private ownership. This is basically a form of deviation since SOE is one of the forms of income for the state which must be taken into account specifically. Such deviations are reflected, for instance, in the privatization policy of PT. Semen Gresik and PT. Indosat. Privatizations were also deeply opposed as they were considered to have caused loss for the country worth trillions of rupiah with such a low selling price. The government's decision to sell PT. Semen Gresik and PT. Indosat and considering it as a way to gain direct and fresh funding to cover deficit of the state funding did not reflect any future strategic steps as part of the government's goal in terms of the development planning, especially in the industrial sector. The privatization was also elitist in its nature and did not involve any participation of the general public in shareholding.
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Many people considered Megawati's governance as a disappointment, although Megawati stated that she was merely continuing Abdurrahman Wahid's term of governance, resulting in outcomes that are not optimal. Disappointments of the people were reflected through many actions and demonstrations held by scholars who criticized Megawati's term of office. The protests were related to corruption, collusion and nepotism which increased in its practice, along with intensive privatization of SOE and the rise of prices of goods.
22 This was also due to the government's policy in increasing the price of fuel which was followed by an increase in the price of goods and phones, causing a more difficult life for those in the lower class. It can also be concluded that the disappointment was reflected in the loss of votes for PDI-P in the 2004 election and thus Megawati lost in race for presidency in the following period. It indicated the decline in the people's trust after observing the previous government administration. 23 
Conclusions
This paper has discussed Muslim women's leaderships which occurred during political crisis but in different eras (periods). Woman leadership in the Sultanate of Aceh occurred during its resistance towards the VOC (Dutch East India Trade Company) which tried to monopolize the pepper trade in the Sultanate of Aceh around the 17 th Century. On the other hand, women leadership in the Republic of Indonesia took place at the end of the 20 th and early 21 st century during the reformation era, when transformation was sought due to political, economic, social, and cultural crisis along with security and defense crisis.
The first women to rule in the Sultanate of Aceh was the daughter of a powerful leader, Sultan Iskandar Muda, while the first female President of the Republic of Indonesia was the daughter of the first president of the Republic of Indonesia, President Soekarno.
From the religious perspective, the role of women leaders received support from the clergymen in Indonesia. A note of difference between the two governance is how the reign of the Sultanah of the Sultanate of Aceh ended due to a prohibition declared by a mufti from Mecca which prohibited women to become leaders (Sultanah), while the presidency of Megawati came at the end of her term of office as president (as regulated in the amended 1945 Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia).
